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Addison Scurlock at work in his io, 1957.







His lens focused on the rich and
the poor, the famous and unknown, athletes
and presidents. The Scurlock camera was
positive proof of the phrase, ‘Black is
Beautiful,” and the record is here
for future generations to
discover and enjoy.

ROBERT SCURLOCK
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“Our father would put photographs of famous people and not-so-famous
people out there, and people saw this nice display and just walked in and asked
if you could make them look as beautiful as the people in the [display] case.”

GEORGE SCURLOCK

Top row, left to right: Marian Anderson’s concert at the Lincoln Memorial, Easter Sunday, 1939, was an early
civil rights victory; the Capitol School of Photography (c. 1947-52) was started by Addison Scurlock’s sons
Robert and George. Row two, left to right: aging Civil War-era leaders Jim Lewis, PB.S. Pinchback and Judge
Mifflin Gibbs pose in front of Pinchback’s house, c. 1905; Esther Popel Shaw, a teacher, author, activist and
poet, sits with her daughter Patricia, in 1930. Bottom row, left to right: a couple dances the popular jitterbug in
the 1930s; George and Robert Scurlock with their father Addison, 1950.

The National Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC) is the Smithsonian’s 19th
museum and is scheduled for completion in 2015. The museum already produces publications, hosts public
programs, gathers collections, and presents exhibitions at its own gallery at the Smithsonian National Museum
of American History and at other museums.
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ERNEST EVERETT JUST, GIFTED BIOLOGIST, WAS HEAD OF HOWARD UNIVERSITY’S DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY. SCURLOCK STUDIO 1916
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY STUDENTS CONGREGATE OUTSIDE FOUNDERS LIBRARY. SCURLOCK STUDIO 1960s
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