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Thanksgiving Fun Facts
SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN



FUN FACTS ABOUT THANKSGIVING| CAMPAIGN BUILDER
Mix and match the program ideas below to create a customized online/off campaign. 

	Lead Up to the Event Ideas
	Day of the Event Ideas
	Ideas for Continuing  the Conversation

	Do a 5-day countdown on your social media and online platforms using content from Thanksgiving Fun Facts.
Post one photo each day with an accompanying fun fact about Thanksgiving. Insert a thought-provoking question at the end of each posting to garner fan engagement. 
 Tip: Incorporate some historic facts about Thanksgiving into your online campaign by sharing some of the content that has been curated for the Thanksgiving with American Presidents social media campaign.

	5-day social media campaign countdown on Thanksgiving Fun Facts culminates on Thanksgiving Day.

Here are a few additional suggestions for ways to conclude your online campaign:

· Post the link to the video of or article about President Obama’s 2013 Thanksgiving Proclamation.

· Post a picture of a Thanksgiving meal and link to the recipe cards or the video Live from America: Taste of Thanksgiving (full video or excerpts).
· Share a link to one of the IIP pamphlets, which include Thanksgiving: A Cornucopia of Traditions, History of Thanksgiving, or Thanksgiving: A Favorite U.S. Holiday. 

· Share a link to the IIP in-brief Thanksgiving Day: A Time for Gratitude, Family and Friends.

	Conversation About American Traditions: Ask your fans/followers to think about how American Thanksgiving traditions and practices are similar to and/ or different from a specific local holiday or one of their favorite holidays.

Conversations About Giving Thanks and Giving Back: Remind fans/followers that Thanksgiving is a time of year that Americans give thanks and give back to their local communities. Ask fans/followers to tell you what they are thankful for in their lives or to think about ways they can give back to their local community.
Conversation About American Cuisine: Use the recipe cards or Live from America: Taste of Thanksgiving (full video or excerpts) to have a discussion with your fans/followers about American cuisine and cooking practices around various holidays. 




CAMPAIGN DESCRIPTION





Each day post one photo with fun fact about Thanksgiving on your Facebook page and Twitter feed. Ideas include: A picture of a Thanksgiving food item with links to the �HYPERLINK "https://drive.google.com/a/america.gov/?tab=mo" \l "folders/0B8JtaKROSjxHX3d0a3NhN2NmcjQ"�recipe cards�, �HYPERLINK "https://conx.state.gov/media/live-from-america-a-taste-of-thanksgiving/"�Live from America: Taste of Thanksgiving� (full video or excerpts) or pictures of Thanksgiving parades, celebrations, football games, etc.   





You can also find fun facts at the following websites: 


U.S. Census Bureau (�HYPERLINK "http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb12-ff23.html"�Facts for Features: Thanksgiving Day�)


History Channel (�HYPERLINK "http://www.history.com/topics/thanksgiving"�http://www.history.com/topics/thanksgiving�)


Library of Congress (�HYPERLINK "http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/thanksgiving/"�http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/thanksgiving/�)


National Football League (�HYPERLINK "http://www.nfl.com/thanksgiving"�http://www.nfl.com/thanksgiving�)


Smithsonian (�HYPERLINK "http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/nmah/thanks.htm"�http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/nmah/thanks.htm�)


National Archives (�HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/thanksgiving/"�http://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/thanksgiving/�)


Old USA.gov link (�HYPERLINK "http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/Thanksgiving.shtml"�http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/Thanksgiving.shtml�)


Epicurious (�HYPERLINK "http://www.epicurious.com/articlesguides/holidays/thanksgiving"�http://www.epicurious.com/articlesguides/holidays/thanksgiving�) Note: (All resources on this site may not be free) 








TIPS &RECOMMENDATIONS





Fan engagement can be increased by adding a thought provoking discussion question or poll question at the end of your Facebook posting or tweet. Asking for feedback (such as “Tell us how you feel about”) will prompt Fans to express themselves, something which by now, you know, Facebook users love to do.





ENGAGE! Respond to fans’ comments, use them as the basis for new postings, and answer questions.  Polls and surveys are also effective means of engagement. 





Create an “ecosystem effect” by amplifying this campaign on all of your social media and online properties (including Facebook, Twitter, the Embassy website and blog) simultaneously. This fan based engagement model encourages social media practitioners to simultaneously promote the same message and or content on various social media platforms in order to reach the desired target audience. As all of your fans/followers do not access information the same way, this approach allows you to reach the greatest number of individuals on their preferred platform.





SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT





TWITTER





Hyperlinks shown in blue font do not link to content. Please insert appropriate link.





Tweets





Did you know 4 U.S. cities are named Turkey, after #Thanksgiving’s most popular course. See more fun facts: �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�.





How many pounds of sweet potatoes – a popular #Thanksgiving side dish – did the U.S. produce in 2011? See Answer: �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�.





Fact: American football games are as much a part of #Thanksgiving as turkey, mashed potatoes and pumpkin pie �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�.





FACEBOOK





Create serialized content on Facebook by starting each posting the same way. This helps fans understand that the content you are sharing is part of a series. This allows fans to recognize and become familiar with the format of the posting and the type of information being presented. 





Bolded questions at the end of each posting can be omitted or tweaked to meet your needs.





Hyperlinks shown in blue font do not link to content. Please insert appropriate link.





Postings





Thanksgiving Fun Facts: Thanksgiving is a popular American holiday in the United States. To date, four U.S. cities and eleven townships are named Turkey, after the holiday’s traditional main course. Turkey Creek, LA was the most populous in 2011, with 440 residents, followed by Turkey, Texas (424), Turkey, N.C. (295) and Turkey Creek, Ariz. (294). Learn more: [Insert Link]. What additional information would you like to know about Thanksgiving? 





Thanksgiving Fun Facts: The centerpiece of a modern Thanksgiving meal still is Turkey, whether brined overnight, basted with butter in the oven or deep fried outdoors. In fact, so many Americans eat turkey on Thanksgiving that the holiday is often referred to as “Turkey Day.” Side dishes typically include bread stuffing, cranberry sauce and mashed potatoes, with slices of pumpkin pie for dessert. Check out these recipe cards - �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�- to learn how to make popular American Thanksgiving dishes!





Thanksgiving Fun Facts:  American football games are as much a part of Thanksgiving as turkey, mashed potatoes and pumpkin pie. The first Thanksgiving Day football game took place in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on Thanksgiving Day of 1869, less than two weeks after Rutgers defeated Princeton in Rutgers, New Jersey, in what is widely considered to have been the first American Football game. Learn more: �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�. What are some of your favorite holiday traditions?











