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THANKSGIVING WITH AMERICAN PRESIDENTS| CAMPAIGN BUILDER
Mix and match the program ideas below to create a customized online/off campaign. 

	Lead Up to the Event Ideas
	Day of the Event Ideas
	Ideas for Continuing  the Conversation

	Do a 5-day countdown on your social media and online platforms using content from Thanksgiving with American Presidents.
Post one photo each day with an accompanying blurb. Insert a thought-provoking question at the end of each posting to garner fan engagement. 

	5-day social media campaign countdown on Thanksgiving with American Presidents culminates on Thanksgiving Day.

Post the link to the video of or article about President Obama’s 2013 Thanksgiving Proclamation.

Here are a few additional suggestions for ways to conclude your online campaign:

· Post a picture of a Thanksgiving meal and link to the recipe cards or the video Live from America: Taste of Thanksgiving (full video or excerpts).
· Share a link to one of the IIP pamphlets, which include Thanksgiving: A Cornucopia of Traditions, History of Thanksgiving, or Thanksgiving: A Favorite U.S. Holiday. 

· Share a link to the IIP in-brief Thanksgiving Day: A Time for Gratitude, Family and Friends.

	Conversation About American Traditions: Ask your fans/followers to think about how American Thanksgiving traditions and practices are similar to and/ or different from a specific local holiday or one of their favorite holidays.
Conversations About Giving Thanks and Giving Back: Remind fans/followers that Thanksgiving is a time of year that Americans give thanks and give back to their local communities. Ask fans/followers to tell you what they are thankful for in their lives or to think about ways they can give back to their local community.
Conversation About American Cuisine: Use the recipe cards or Live from America: Taste of Thanksgiving (full video or excerpts) to have a discussion with your fans/followers about American cuisine and cooking practices around various holidays. 
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THANKSGIVING WITH AMERICAN PRESIDENTS | CONTENT 
Introduction
Thanksgiving with American Presidents: Did you know that before the 1940s Thanksgiving was not on a fixed date but was whenever the President proclaimed it to be? Join us this week to learn more about Thanksgiving and see how U.S. Presidents have celebrated the holiday over the years.

President Abraham Lincoln

In 1863, President Lincoln expressed his gratitude for a pivotal Union Army victory at Gettysburg by announcing that the nation will celebrate an official Thanksgiving holiday on November 26, 1863.  He was the first president to declare that the fourth Thursday of every November would be considered the official U.S. holiday of Thanksgiving.

President Franklin Roosevelt

During the Great Depression, U.S. retailers begged President Roosevelt to move Thanksgiving up a week to increase the shopping days before Christmas.  The president agreed and issued his Thanksgiving Proclamation with the new date.  He was surprised when the American public objected in an uproar.
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President John F. Kennedy

Since 1947, the National Turkey Federation has presented the President of the United States with one live turkey and two dressed turkeys, in a ceremony known as the National Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation.  President Kennedy was the first president reported to spare the turkey given to him, a tradition that continues today.  



President William Clinton

American presidents have also used Thanksgiving as an opportunity to encourage the American public to reflect on their many blessing by giving to their communities and those in need.  Presidents have visited the American troops who were serving overseas, schools and homeless shelters.  In 1999, President Clinton visited American troops serving in Kosovo with daughter Chelsea.  
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President George W. Bush

President Bush was the first to pardoned a female turkey in the National Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation ceremony, Katie, a 30-pound bird.  His presidency also saw the pardon birds be sent to Disneyland to live, and serve as the "honorary grand marshal" of that year's Thanksgiving day parade.

President Barack Obama
Last year, President Obama used new media to engage the American people in the annual White House celebration.  The names of the two turkeys for the National Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation were selected from submissions from elementary schools in Rockingham County, Virginia, where the turkeys were raised.   The American public then decided which of the two turkeys – Cobbler or Gobbler – would become the 2012 National Thanksgiving Turkey by casting a vote via the White House Facebook page.


CAMPAIGN DESCRIPTION





Each day post one photo with an accompanying history lesson that showcases how various U.S. Presidents have celebrated Thanksgiving at the White House over the years, including President Obama.





Rights free images can be found at the following sites:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/11/21/archives-thanksgiving-presidents" \t "_blank"�http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/11/21/archives-thanksgiving-presidents� 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/photogallery/thanksgiving-presidents" \t "_blank"�http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/photogallery/thanksgiving-presidents� 


For highlights of Presidents celebrating Thanksgiving over the years, here’s a gallery from the holdings of the U.S. National Archives and the 13 �HYPERLINK "http://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/"�Presidential Libraries� across the country.





TIPS &RECOMMENDATIONS





Fan engagement can be increased by adding a thought provoking discussion question or poll question at the end of your Facebook posting or tweet. Asking for feedback (such as “Tell us how you feel about”) will prompt Fans to express themselves, something which by now, you know, Facebook users love to do.





ENGAGE! Respond to fans’ comments, use them as the basis for new postings, and answer questions.  Polls and surveys are also effective means of engagement. 





Create an “ecosystem effect” by amplifying this campaign on all of your social media and online properties (including Facebook, Twitter, the Embassy website and blog) simultaneously. This fan based engagement model encourages social media practitioners to simultaneously promote the same message and or content on various social media platforms in order to reach the desired target audience. As all of your fans/followers do not access information the same way, this approach allows you to reach the greatest number of individuals on their preferred platform.





SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT





TWITTER





Hyperlinks shown in blue font do not link to content. Please insert appropriate link.





Tweets





Join us this week to learn how U.S. Presidents have celebrated the #Thanksgiving holiday over the years.


Fact: Abraham Lincoln was the first President to make Thanksgiving an official U.S. holiday? Learn more: �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�.





Why did President Lincoln make #Thanksgiving an official U.S. holiday? Find out: �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�. 





See how President Clinton used #Thanksgiving as an opportunity to give thanks and give back: �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�.





President Obama uses social media to share @WhiteHouse #Thanksgiving celebration. Check it out: �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P�.





FACEBOOK





Notes





Bolded questions at the end of each posting can be omitted or tweaked to meet your needs.





Hyperlinks shown in blue font do not link to content. Please insert appropriate link.





Postings





Have you ever wondered how Americans prepare food for their Thanksgiving Celebrations from the turkey, which is the center piece of the meal, to side dishes such as bread stuffing, cranberry sauce and mashed potatoes? Check out these recipe cards - �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P� - to learn how to prepare a number of popular American dishes. Which recipe do you plan on making: (1) Turkey (2) Bread Stuffing (3) Pumpkin Pie (4) Cranberry (5) Other.





The Smith Family cordially welcomes you to their home as they celebrate Thanksgiving. This video - �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P� –provides behind the scenes footage of one family’s Thanksgiving traditions and meal preparations, in addition to showing ways they give thanks and give back to their local community during this time of year. What questions do you have for the Smith family?





Save the Date! Join us for a Thanksgiving Q&A with an American family on Wednesday, November 27 @ 8:00 AM. Ask them to about their Thanksgiving traditions and meal preparation techniques and learn how they give thanks and give back to their communities during this time of year. Click on the link - �HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bsy44P"�bit.ly/bsy44P� – to learn more and submit your questions in advance. Don’t let this opportunity pass you by and don’t forget to share it with you family and friends. Tell us what you think about this event?
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