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1.  From which tribe did Roger Williams purchase land 
that became the colony of Rhode Island? 

 A. Iroquois 
 B. Algonquin 
 C. Mohican 
 D. Narragansett 
 
 
       Click photo for more information 
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Answer: D. Narragansett

Williams purchased land from the Narragansett Indians in what is now Providence, Rhode Island, in 1636.  In 1644, a sympathetic Puritan-controlled English Parliament gave him the charter that established Rhode Island as a distinct colony where complete separation of church and state as well as freedom of religion was practiced.


http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2008/April/20080407112203eaifas0.5533258.htmlhttp:/www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2008/April/20080407112203eaifas0.5533258.html


2. What was the name of the union of tribes that 
helped the British in the 1754-1763 war against the 
French? 

 A. Iroquois League 
 B. Council of the Nations 
 C. Erie-Ontario Union 
 D. Mohican Confederation  
 
       Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  A. Iroquois League 

In 1570 five tribes joined to form the most complex Native-American nation of its time, the "Ho-De-No-Sau-Nee," or League of the Iroquois. The Iroquois League was a strong power in the 1600s and 1700s. It traded furs with the British and sided with them against the French in the war for the dominance of America between 1754 and 1763.

http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2008/April/20080407112203eaifas0.5533258.html


3. Pocahontas was the daughter of which chief? 
 A. Joseph 
 B. Sitting Bull 
 C. Powhatan 
 D. Hiawatha  
 
                 
 
 
 Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  C. Powhatan 

Born around 1595 in the Algonquin tribe of American Indians, Pocahontas was the daughter of Powhatan, a powerful chief of the Algonquin tribe in the territory of present-day Virginia. Pocahontas would serve as a bridge between the first European arrivals and local Indian tribes, saving the life of one explorer and acting as a go-between during times of tense relations between the two groups. ���

http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/April/20080427090714eaifas0.9551769.html


4. For what is Sacagawea (or Sacajawea), a Shoshone, 
famous?  

 A. She was a guide and interpreter for the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 

 B. She saved the life of Capt. John Smith. 
 C. She was the mother of Geronimo. 
 
 
      
                 Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  A. She was a guide and interpreter for the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

A member of the Lemhi band of the Shoshone Indian tribe in present-day Idaho, Sacagawea demonstrate d her strength and intelligence during the 1804-1806 Lewis and Clark expedition to explore the lands leading to the Pacific Coast of North America. Sacagawea, who spoke several Indian dialects, quickly proved herself – as an interpreter, as a guide, as a symbol to various tribes of the expedition's peaceful intentions, and even as a diplomat. In 2000, an artist's imaginary rendering of Sacagawea cradling her son was added to U.S. currency on a dollar coin.����

http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/April/20080427085915eaifas0.1202661.html


5.  Which U.S. President invited six legendary Indian 
chiefs to participate in his inaugural parade?  
 

 A. George Washington 
 B. Andrew Jackson 
 C. Theodore Roosevelt 
 D. Barack Obama 
 
 

 Click photo for more information 
     L to R: Native chiefs Little Plume, Buckskin Charlie, Geronimo, Quanah Parker, Hollow Horn Bear and American Horse. 
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Answer:  C. Theodore Roosevelt 

All six chiefs — Geronimo (of the Chiricahua Apache tribe), Quanah Parker (Comanche), Buckskin Charlie (Ute), American Horse (Oglala Sioux), Little Plume (Piegan Blackfeet) and Hollow Horn Bear (Brule Sioux) — accepted Roosevelt’s invitation and came to Washington. More than 100 years later, during the inaugural parade for President Barack Obama on January 20, American Indians were represented by the Crow Nation of Montana Horse Mounted Unit and four other groups of indigenous North American peoples. ��

http://www.america.gov/st/arts-english/2009/February/20090213154252GLnesnoM0.3933069.html


6. With which nation do we usually associate the 
“Trail of Tears,” the forced relocation in 1838 of 
almost 20,000 Native Americans from the east 
coast to the west? 

 A. Apache 
 B. Comanche 
 C. Sioux 
 D. Cherokee 
 

       Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  D. Cherokee

In 1838 and 1839, as part of Andrew Jackson's Indian removal policy, the Cherokee nation was forced to give up its lands east of the Mississippi River and to migrate to an area in present-day Oklahoma. The Cherokee people called this journey the "Trail of Tears," because of the hunger, disease, and exhaustion migrants faced on the forced march. Over 4,000 out of 15,000 of the Cherokees died. �

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/118trail/118trail.htm


7. Who led the Sioux resistance to being forced onto 
reservations, including at the Battle of Little Big 
Horn in 1876?  

 A. Sitting Bull 
 B. Chief Black Hawk 
 C. Crazy Horse 
 D. Cochise 
 
 
       Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  A. Sitting Bull 

Last of the great Native American chiefs, Sitting Bull was a Sioux tribe leader known for his determined, but doomed, attempt to maintain Indian lands on the Great Plains. The Indians depended on large herds of buffalo, which were being destroyed by the influx of hunters, soldiers, and settlers from the eastern United States in the mid-1800s. In 1876, Sitting Bull led the Indian forces which defeated U.S. Army soldiers commanded by General George Custer at the famous battle of Little Bighorn. 

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/s_z/sittingbull.htm


8. During which 30-year period did Edward S. 
Curtis compile The North American Indian, one 
of the most significant narrative and 
photographic records of traditional American 
Indian culture? 

 A. 1770-1800 
 B. 1830-1860 
 C. 1900-1930 
 D. 1950-1980 
 
         
  Click here for article             Click for video 
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Answer:  C. 1900-1930

Curtis began his 30-year odyssey of studying and photographing Native Americans in the summer of 1900. Curtis's fieldwork for his epic, 20-volume portfolio of photographs, titled "The North American Indian," came to a close during the summer of 1927.

http://www.america.gov/st/washfile-english/2005/September/20050928134700GLnesnoM0.2225763.html
http://www.america.gov/st/washfile-english/2005/September/20050928134700GLnesnoM0.2225763.html
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/usinfo/470/video/ECurtis.wmv
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/usinfo/470/video/ECurtis.wmv


9. What Apache leader fought against both Mexican 
and U.S. troops in the Southwest and later 
petitioned President Theodore Roosevelt to allow 
the Apache people to return to their homelands in 
the American southwest? 

 A. Cochise 
 B. Geronimo 
 C. Osceola 
 D. Tecumseh 
 
     Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  B. Geronimo  

Geronimo (June 16, 1829 – February 17, 1909) was a prominent Native American leader and medicine man of the Chiricahua Apache who fought against Mexico and the United States and their expansion into Apache tribal lands for several decades. The Apache chief would later publish his life story and dedicate the book to President Theodore Roosevelt.���

http://www.america.gov/st/arts-english/2009/February/20090213154252GLnesnoM0.3933069.html


10. Who helped the Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony by 
teaching them to grow corn? 

 A. Hiawatha 
 B. Squanto 
 C. Powhatan 
 D. Tecumseh 
 
 
 
       Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  B. Squanto

Tisquantum (better known as Squanto) (c. 1580s – November 1622) was a member of the Patuxet tribe, a tributary of the Wampanoag Confederacy, who assisted the Pilgrims after their first winter in the New World and was integral to their survival. 


http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/November/20051108163712jmnamdeirf0.3664057.html


11. Who wrote the epic poem Song of Hiawatha about the 
Iroquoian chief Hiawatha who unified the Five 
Nations to defeat the Algonquins. 

 A. Edgar Alan Poe 
 B. Walt Whitman 
 C. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 D. Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
 
      Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  C. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Longfellow, professor of modern languages at Harvard, was the best-known American poet of his day. He was responsible for the misty, ahistorical, legendary sense of the past that merged American and European traditions. He wrote three long narrative poems popularizing native legends in European meters "Evangeline" (1847), "The Song of Hiawatha" (1855), and "The Courtship of Miles Standish" (1858).

http://www.hwlongfellow.org/poems_poem.php?pid=62
http://www.america.gov/st/peopleplace-english/2008/May/20080512215714eaifas0.1850855.html


12. What is the name for the Navajo speakers who 
received the Congressional Gold Medal in 2001 
for transmitting secret messages by telephone 
and radio in their native language during WWII? 

 A. Horse Whisperers 
 B. Code Talkers 
 C. Secret Speakers 
 D. Buffalo Soldiers 
   
 
 
             Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  B. Code Talkers

The World War II Navajo Code Talkers took part in every assault the U.S. Marines conducted in the Pacific from 1942 to 1945, and are perhaps the best-recognized American Indian military figures. About 400 Navajo Indians served with the U.S. Marines, mostly in the Pacific theater, transmitting secret tactical messages over military telephone or radio communications networks using codes built on their native languages. 

http://www.america.gov/st/pubs-english/2001/July/20050518112304pssnikwad0.1435358.html
http://www.america.gov/st/peopleplace-english/2009/November/20091110171201xlrennef0.623089.html


13.  The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that in 2008, 
the population of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives, including those of more than one race, 
was approximately _______. 

 A. 2 million 
 B. 5 million 
 C. 25 million 
 D. 500,000 
 

                                   Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  B. 5 million (1.6 percent of the total population) 

As of July 1, 2008, the estimated population of American Indians and Alaska Natives, including those of more than one race, was 4.9 million. They made up 1.6 percent of the total population

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/014346.html


  

14. Who is the Boston Red Sox rookie of Native American 
heritage who played an important role in Boston’s 
2007 World Series Championship ? 

 A. Jason Varitek 
 B. Jacoby Ellsbury 
 C. J.D. Drew 
 D. Dustin Pedroia 

American Indian Heritage Quiz 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer:  B. Jacoby Ellsbury

Ellsbury is officially enrolled as a member of the Colorado River Indian Tribes and is the first Native American of Navajo descent to reach the Major Leagues. For the 2007 World Series, he batted .438 with four doubles and a stolen base.
 

http://boston.redsox.mlb.com/team/player.jsp?player_id=453056


15. What Native American was called the “greatest  
natural athlete in modern times” at the 1912 
Olympics? 

 A. Stand Watie 
 B. Eli Samuel Parker 
 C. Red Cloud 
 D. Jim Thorpe 

American Indian Heritage Quiz 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer:  D. Jim Thorpe 

Jim Thorpe, of Saux and Fox descent, won gold medals in the decathlon and pentathlon at the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm. Thorpe played both professional football and baseball.

http://www.profootballhof.com/hof/member.aspx?player_id=213


16. Which Native American became America’s first 
Prima Ballerina? 

 A. Maria Tallchief 
 B. Wilma Mankiller 
 C. Susette La Flesche 
 D. LaDonna Harris 

American Indian Heritage Quiz 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer:  A. Maria Tallchief

Maria Tallchief, whose father was a member of the Osage tribe, danced with the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and with the Ballet Society, which later became the New York City Ballet. She was the first prima ballerina of the New York City Ballet from 1947 to 1960.

http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=showIndividual&entitY_id=3758&source_type=A


17. What American sport originated as a Native 
American healing ceremony? 

 A. Baseball 
 B. American Football 
 C. Basketball 
 D. Lacrosse 
 
 
 
       Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  A. Tecumseh

Lacrosse, called Tewaarathon in Mohawk, is the “Great Game” or the “Creator’s Game.” When it was played, the field might have been miles in length, and the entire population of one or more villages might have taken part. Such games were usually played to help restore the health of a person to whom the game was dedicated. 

http://www.america.gov/st/peopleplace-english/2009/June/20090616173247mlenuhret0.8670422.html


18. Derived from the Narragansett word meaning 
“spiritual leader,” what is the name for an event 
where Native American people meet to dance, sing, 
socialize, and honor American Indian culture? 

 A. Rain Dance 
 B. Wigwam 
 C. Algonquin 
 D. Powwow 
  Click here for video 
 
 
          Click photo for more information 
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Answer:  D. Powwow

The term “powwow,” integrated into English from the Narrangansett language, originally referred to American Indian healing ceremonies. Over time, the word powwow evolved to mean a social event that features group singing and dancing by men, women, and children. Today, the powwow serves as a vehicle for individuals and communities to express their identity, preserve their culture and show their pride.
powwows are social gatherings but also much more. �


http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/usinfo-video/470/usinfo-video/PowWow2.wmv
http://www.america.gov/st/washfile-english/2007/August/20070814165217GLnesnoM0.6256525.html


19. How many federally recognized tribal governments 
are there currently in the United States? 

 A. 85 
 B. About 150 
 C. 300 
 D. More than 500 
 
 
  
 National Congress of American Indians President Tex Hall delivers the 2005 State of 

Indian Nations address.  Click photo for more information. 
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Answer:  D. More than 500 

http://www.america.gov/st/washfile-english/2006/November/20061103120126cjsamoht0.4840967.html


20. In 2008, New Mexico became the first U.S. state to 
approve a textbook that teaches which widely -
spoken Native American language? 

 A. Navajo 
 B. Cherokee 
 C. Sioux 
 D. Lumbee 
 
 
 
                  Click photo for more information 

American Indian Heritage Quiz 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer:  A. Navajo

The Navajo Nation numbers almost 300,000 people, of whom about 178,000 speak the Navajo language, making it the most widely spoken Native American language.

http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2008/August/200808051601491CJsamohT0.7349359.html
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Additional Resources:  
White House Proclamation: National Native American Heritage Month 
2009  
 
President Obama’s opening remarks at the first White House Tribal 
Nations Conference. 
 
White House Advisor for Native American Affairs 
 
American Indian History, Culture - List of articles on America.gov dealing 
with Native American history and people. 
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA -U.S. Department of the Interior) 
Established in 1824, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) provides services 
directly or through contracts or grants to about 1.7 million American Indians 
and Alaska Natives. 

http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/October/20091102151630xjsnommis0.4836389.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/October/20091102151630xjsnommis0.4836389.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2009/November/20091105171028xjsnommis0.4137384.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/President-Obama-Announces-Kimberly-Teehee-as-Senior-Policy-Advisor-for-Native-American-Affairs
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/November/20071220085040IHecuoR0.4121363.html
http://www.bia.gov/
http://www.bia.gov/
http://www.bia.gov/
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