Discussion Groups: Greening Where We Live & Work
Overview: Planting trees and recycling can help reduce climate change, but another way to make an impact on climate is through green building – building our homes, office spaces, hotels and other buildings in a way that lowers our impact on the Earth’s resources and environment. IIP’s webchat featuring sustainability ambassador and green building evangelist Kristen Ritchie offers an opportunity to discuss innovative and sustainable design, and construction.
How: 
Organize discussions groups with: 
1. Students of architecture, design and engineering
2. City planners, architects, engineers, and local government officials
3. If possible, include a member of the Embassy or Consulate’s Greening Committee to discuss the Embassy/Consulate’s green building practices 
· Use the materials in this package to lead a discussion on innovative and sustainable design, construction and operational thinking
· Moderate separate or combined discussions, depending on local culture – students can benefit from meeting professionals in their field, but local officials may need a separate event from one with students and architects, for example 
· Lead the discussion about how green building can make a difference and what steps they can take to contribute 
· Events can be held in embassy or consulate space, American Spaces, or other venues with Internet/broadband access.  (If you do not have easy access to the Internet, please contact your IIP Regional Coordinator to discuss other available options, which IIP can help with.) 
Goals:
· Primary: Engage your audience on the topic of green building, how it works, and how it can help the planet.  The desired outcome is for your audiences to gain a better understanding of how they can incorporate green building practices in their city. 

· Secondary: Get students, local officials, and general public to watch the Green Building program with Ms. Ritchie, whether live or recorded, during the week of Earth Day and/or in the lead-up to World Environment Day.

Details: 
· Prior to the event(s): 

· Work with your Programs team to find and invite architecture and engineering students, city planners and building engineers, and local leaders, particularly those who have influence on city planning/building 
· Create an event page on the Embassy/Consulate website and link it to your social media pages and vice-versa

· Solicit questions on the topic and for Ms. Ritchie via social media and the Embassy/Consulate website
· Start promoting the event 5-7 days in advance, including over the weekend
· Spread the word on social media using the hashtags: #GreenBuilding #ActOnClimate and/or #EarthDay2014

· Order copies of April’s eJournal issue on Green Cities to pass around at events

· Use photos and information from the eJournal Green Cities issue to create social media posts & tweets

· Link to articles from the issue on the Embassy/Consulate website event page for Ms. Ritchie
· During the event:

· If tuning in to the live event and you have (or have access to) video/film screening facilities, screen a relevant video, such as IIP’s Greening the Empire State Building
· This is especially helpful for the online audience, who can watch the video as participants get settled and you wait for the audience to arrive

· If using a recording of the Speaker event, you may not need to screen additional videos

· Live tweet key points from the event, especially #GreenBuilding tips

· If available, live tweet infographics or other relevant graphics provided by the Speaker

· After the event:
· Update the Event page on the Embassy/Consulate website with information about the event, particularly important tips, photos, etc.
· Create a Facebook post and a separate tweet linking to the website story
Discussion point: Why is it important to build sustainably? How much do buildings contribute to global climate change? 
· During the World Energy Day event in Washington, D.C., in October 2013, Secretary Kerry noted that: “… the energy used to power buildings accounts for about one third of all global energy demand and regrettably almost 40 percent of all of our associated CO2 emissions. So buildings contribute to global climate change and buildings are a huge source of pollution as a consequence of that. The fact is that they emit more carbon and more pollution than all of the cars, trucks, planes, and – cars, trucks, trains, and airplanes.”

· Secretary Kerry’s World Energy Day speech & video available at http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2013/10/216005.htm. 

