Program: Encouraging Individuals to #ActOnClimate
Overview: Earth Day provides an excellent opportunity for you to showcase the work of individual environmental activists in the U.S. and use their example to encourage people in your local community to act on climate. This program guide will focus on how you can use the elements provided in the Earth Day package for your Earth Day-related events. 
How: Use IIP’s videos featuring the first Coordinator of Earth Day, Denis Hayes, and IIP’s In Brief articles on six individual activists, from media mogul and philanthropist Ted Turner to Burt’s Bees co-founder Roxanne Quimby, actor Leonardo DiCaprio, director James Cameron, green teen Cassandra Lin, and teen environmentalist/Olympic torch bearer Sarah Jo Lambert.  
Goals:
Primary: Engage your audience on Earth Day and how one person can make a difference when it comes to saving the environment. The desired outcome is for your audiences to gain a better understanding of Earth Day and what it means, learn how they can make a difference, and to feel empowered to act on climate. 
Secondary: Get the public to learn more about environmental activists in the U.S.

Details: Beginning in April through Earth Day on April 22, use the provided materials to discuss local and/or worldwide environmental issues and what steps individuals can take to address these issues. These materials can be used at events and on your Embassy/Consulate website and social media platforms, such Facebook, Twitter, etc.
Ideas for engagement include:

1. Hold an event with local business people to discuss how a business can practice sustainability and still make money.

a. Screen the Denis Hayes video Prosperity Without Pollution, during which Denis mentions growing up near a paper mill. Follow up with a discussion on companies like Monadnock Paper Mills - http://www.sustainablebrands.com/solutionproviders/monadnock-paper-mills, which focuses “on sustainable product design and manufacturing” and has received an award as a “Top 100 Private Company” in New Hampshire for its contribution to the state’s economy - http://www.nh.com/pressreleases/979729-161/monadnock-paper-mills-honored-as-oldest-company.html.
b. Hand out copies of the In Brief on Roxanne Quimby did/has done with Burt’s Bees and discuss her company’s sustainability practices as part of the event. 

2. Pick an environmental issue affecting your community which also affects a community in the U.S. 

a. Organize a roundtable discussion to talk about how that particular U.S. town, city or state is tackling the issue.
b. Invite local activists and students to attend.
c. Screen one of the Denis Hayes videos at the beginning, or during, the event. For example, if pollution is an issue, the Pollution Has No Boundaries video with Denis is a good intro on how pollution and other environmental issues affect us all. 

d. Hand out copies of the In Brief articles on Cassandra Lin and Sarah Jo Lambert and discuss how anyone, regardless of age, can make a difference. 
e. Share steps on how to tackle environmental issues on individual and local levels.
