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Star Spangled Banner, Flag Stamps, and Quilt Images
Use these images to talk about the history and importance of the flag and flag imagery in American culture.

Discussion questions:

· What changes do you see in the flag’s design over time?

· What is the significance of the stars and stripes? What about the colors?
· How do the American flag and the uses of its imagery compare to what we use our flag for in this country?

· What do Americans do on July 4th? How is this similar or different than our own practices on a similar national holiday?

Star Spangled Banner Images credit lines:

· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image 91-3680.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image MAH-35079.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image MAH-27462.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image MAH-27897.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image MAH-P6427.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image MAH-P6427A.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image SIA82-9994-9A.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image SIA2010-3453.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image SIA2010-3452.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image SIA2010-3454.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image SIA2009-0306.
· Smithsonian Institution Archives.  Image SIA2008-1905.
Flag Stamps credit lines:

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 4c 48-Star Flag single. Image 1980_2493_5209.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 4c 50-Star Flag single. Image 1980_2493_5326.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 6c Fort McHenry Flag single. Image 1980_2493_5681.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 6c Bennington Flag single. Image 1980_2493_5685.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 6c First Stars and Stripes Flag single. Image 1980_2493_5689.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 8c American Revolution Bicentennial single. Image 1980_2493_5835.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c Patriotic Banner single. Image 2007_2025_10.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. Flag Over Mt. Rushmore Issue. 1993_2015_0057

Mary Teter’s Stars and Stripes Quilt Credit line and information:

· Smithsonian Institution. National Museum of American History. Mary Teter. Stars and Stripes Quilt. Gift of Eugene A. Teter and Martha Brown Teter. Image 74-7901.

In 1940 Eugene Teter donated to the Museum this patriotic quilt made by his great-grandmother in 1861 for his grandfather, a Union soldier from Indiana. Mary Rockhold Teter based her pieced and appliquéd quilt on a design published in the July 1861 issue of Peterson's Magazine , a popular women's periodical published in Philadelphia. She personalized it by quilting the name of her son, George Teter, and the names of Generals Scott and Taylor under whom he served. Also found in the quilting are "Abe "and "Ab Lyncoln," "Genral Lyon," the word "Cat" and the year "1861." There are thirty-four stars appliquéd in the center diamond and the same number appliquéd in the border. They represent the number of states in the Union from July 4, 1861 until July 4, 1863, the Civil War years.

Mary Rockhold was born in Ohio in 1817 and married Thomas E. Teter in 1838. They moved to Indiana in 1846 and had seven children; four daughters died in infancy, three sons attained adulthood. Mary and Thomas were fortunate enough to celebrate their Golden Anniversary in 1888. Mary died in 1897 in Noblesville, Indiana. This "Stars and Stripes" patriotic quilt is a reminder of her devotion to family and country.

"She was of a family of strong, patriotic Revolutionary stock, and inherited a willingness to do and to labor that the country might grow. Her grand-father was Capt. John Rockhold a native of Pennsylvania, who served in the War for Independence. Her father, Joseph Rockhold, moved from Pennsylvania to Ohio in 1800. He was a captain in the War of 1812. This trait of patriotism was one of the strongest in the character of Mrs. Teter. During the late war she showed her great love for the soldier boys in many ways, aiding in every way she could to encourage and help in the country's peril."

(From the obituary of Mary Rockhold-Teter, 1897)
Declaration of Independence and War of Independence Images

Use these images to talk about the history of the Declaration of Independence, the War, and events leading to the war.

Discussion questions:

· Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? What did it say? Who signed it?
· What events led up to the Declaration of Independence and the War?

· What can you see in these images? What is the imagery trying to convey?
Stamp credit lines:

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c Independence Hall single. Image 1980_2493_5103.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 13c Declaration of Independence strip of four. Image 1980_2493_6325_1-4.

· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 8c British Merchantman single. Image 1980_2493_15931.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 8c British Three-master single. Image 1980_2493_15937.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 8c Boats and Ship's Hull single. Image 1980_2493_15944z.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 8c Boat and Dock single. Image 1980_2493_15950.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c "Deriving Their Just Powers..." single. Image 1985_0482_20044.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c Independence Hall single. Image 1985_0482_20045.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c Continental Navy single. Image 1985_0482_20062.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c Continental Army single. Image 1985_0482_20062z.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c Continental Marines single. Image 1985_0482_20071.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 10c American Militia single. Image 1985_0482_20072.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 13c Seamstress single. Image 1985_0482_20129.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 13c Blacksmith single. Image 1985_0482_20130.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 13c Wheelwright single. Image 1985_0482_20131.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 13c Leatherworker single. Image 1985_0482_20132.
· Smithsonian Institution. National Postal Museum. 24c Declaration of Independence re-issue single. Image 260305_152_65_4.
Thomas Jefferson wood engraving credit line:

· Thomas Jefferson, Writing the Declaration of Independence. Henry Wolf. Smithsonian American Art Museum, Transfer from the Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution.
July 4th Images

Use these images to talk about the traditions of Americans on July 4th.

Discussion questions:

· What do Americans do on July 4th? 
· What are the parades like? Are they different then our own parades?
· What do you see in the fireworks engraving? How do you think viewing fireworks and celebrating July 4th has changed since 1868?

· What do you see in the painting of the American house and flag? What does the style and the subject of painting convey to you? What feeling do you get from the painting? Does it coincide with your understanding about the 4th of July?
Fourth of July parade credit line:
· Fourth of July Parade, Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania. Charles Isaacs. Smithsonian American Art Museum, Gift of the artist.
People at fireworks wood engraving credit line:

· Fire-Works on the Night of the Fourth of July, from Harper's Weekly, July 11, 1868. Winslow Homer. Smithsonian American Art Museum, The Ray Austrian Collection, gift of Beatrice L. Austrian, Caryl A. Austrian and James A. Austrian.
House with American flag credit line and information:

· Fourth of July. A. Brockie Stevenson. Smithsonian American Art Museum, Gift of the Woodward Foundation.
Brockie Stevenson paints distinctly American subjects, from lobster pots and flags to trains and firehouses. In Fourth of July the verticals and horizontals of the clapboard house create a dramatic stage for the large American flag, which hangs almost to the ground. The rectangular flag appears part of the building itself, the white stripes blending seamlessly with the vertical posts of the porch. The bright colors and clean lines suggest a well cared for house, but the window and door reveal only a blank interior with no evidence of life. This dark, silent view contrasts with our expectations of the Fourth of July, a day traditionally filled with color, noise, and crowds.
