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EDUCATING THROUGH COMICS 
RESOURCE TOOLKIT FOR AMERICAN SPACES

This Resource Toolkit is designed for programming at American Spaces to increase participants'
awareness of comic books as educational tools and to understand the history and current
expressions of this genre of American popular culture.

With their intense visuals and focus on plot and characters,

comic books are often enjoyed more by readers than other

forms of literary media. In recent years, comic books have

increased their appeal from just a niche market to becoming a

force in popular culture. 

COMIC BOOKS CREATE A LOVE OF READING COMICS REFLECT SOCIETY

Wakanda to Smithsonian
NPR 'Black Panther' Costume Designer 
Priya: India's 1st Superhero takes on Covid-
19
Female writers, artists working in comics
today
26 of the Greatest Black Characters in
Comic Book History
15 Amazing Latinx Comic Book
Superheroes 
15 Amazing Asian Superheroes
15 Disabled Superheroes who inspire us
10 Greatest Female Comic Book
Superheroes

Comic books can take the reader on compelling
journeys of the imagination. They can also explore
real social issues and create empathy for others.
Here are some more websites showing the
diversity in comics for your American Space:

Created September 2021

TEACHING WITH COMICS AND GRAPHIC NOVELS

t

From the Department of State's Office of English Language
Programs' American English collection, the "Panels and
Perspectives" online teaching resource kit includes insights,
strategies, and practical applications for making comics in the
classroom to improve both language skills and critical thinking
abilities. You'll find lesson plans and activities using - and making -
comics that students will enjoy.Click here to find comics related
materials for English language learning.
 

American English: Panels & Perspectives Creating EFL
Comics

"Christmas decorations - Charlie Brown and Sally read the Sunday comics" by kevin dooley is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/wakanda-smithsonian
https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/wakanda-smithsonian
https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/wakanda-smithsonian
https://www.npr.org/2018/02/16/586513016/black-panther-costume-designer-draws-on-the-sacred-geometry-of-africa
https://www.npr.org/2018/02/16/586513016/black-panther-costume-designer-draws-on-the-sacred-geometry-of-africa
https://womenyoushouldknow.net/priya-indias-first-female-superhero-covid-19/
https://www.cbr.com/top-50-female-comic-book-writers-and-artists-master-list/
https://www.cbr.com/top-50-female-comic-book-writers-and-artists-master-list/
https://www.cbr.com/top-50-female-comic-book-writers-and-artists-master-list/
https://www.cbr.com/26-of-the-greatest-black-characters-in-comic-book-history/amp/
https://www.cbr.com/15-amazing-latino-superheroes-and-villains/
https://www.cbr.com/15-amazing-latino-superheroes-and-villains/
https://www.cbr.com/15-amazing-asian-superheroes/
https://www.cbr.com/more-than-able-15-disabled-superheroes-who-inspire-us/
https://www.comicbasics.com/top-10-greatest-female-superheroes/
https://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/teaching-comics-and-graphic-novels
https://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/teaching-comics-and-graphic-novels
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/panels_and_perspectives-508.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/12836528@N00/8234194293
https://www.flickr.com/photos/12836528@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


There is a new American superhero

Kaboom! Comic books address hard issues

Japanese manga comic tells story of Uyghur
oppression

For Further Reading and Viewing

from Share America:

TED Talk: Comics Belong in the Classroom
Year: 2016
Duration: 11 minutes 
Comic books and graphic novels belong in every
teacher's toolkit says educator Gene Luen Yang. 

TED Talk: Changing perceptions by drawing
Year: 2020
Duration: 11 minutes
As a child, Shawn Martinbrough rarely saw people of
color depicted positively in the comic books he
loved. After landing a job at Marvel Comics, he vowed
to change that.
 

RESOURCES

Comic Conventions around
the world  - is there a
"ComicCon" near you?

How to make your first comic
book

Voice of America: What It's
Like to Be a Comic Artist

Five Comic Strip Activities
for Writing on the First Day
of School

NPR: 100 Favorite Comics
and Graphic Novels

NPR: Old School Comics
Continue To Shape Comics

Smithsonian: Superheroes

Smithsonian: American
History Museum - Comic
Books

AVENGERS Comic Fights
COVID-19 Misinformation in
NY

Priya: India's 1st Superhero
takes on Covid-19

Priya's Mask - Shakti

*Post will need to procure this film. The Office of American Spaces is not endorsing this movies as it
may not be appropriate for all audiences. Coordinators should screen the films ahead of showing them.
Here's a link with more information on showing movies at American Spaces. 

"Comic Con 2009" by Gage Skidmore is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://share.america.gov/evildoers-beware-new-american-superheroes-enter-fray/
https://share.america.gov/kaboom-comic-books-address-hard-issues/
https://share.america.gov/japanese-manga-comic-tells-story-of-uyghur-oppression/6/
https://www.ted.com/talks/gene_luen_yang_comics_belong_in_the_classroom?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/gene_luen_yang_comics_belong_in_the_classroom?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/gene_luen_yang_comics_belong_in_the_classroom?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/gene_luen_yang_comics_belong_in_the_classroom?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/shawn_martinbrough_how_i_change_perceptions_by_drawing_comics
https://www.ted.com/talks/shawn_martinbrough_how_i_change_perceptions_by_drawing_comics
https://www.ted.com/talks/shawn_martinbrough_how_i_change_perceptions_by_drawing_comics
https://www.gamesradar.com/comic-conventions/
https://www.gamesradar.com/comic-conventions/
https://www.gamesradar.com/comic-conventions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gRoBjx-LFs
https://www.voanews.com/a/episode_comic-writer-3949666/6103658.html
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/5-comic-strip-activities-for-writing-on-the-first-day-of-school
https://www.npr.org/2017/07/12/533862948/lets-get-graphic-100-favorite-comics-and-graphic-novels
https://www.npr.org/2017/07/13/536827295/the-old-school-classic-strips-that-continue-to-shape-comics
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/superheroes
https://americanhistory.si.edu/superheroes/comic-books
https://marvelblog.com/2021/08/27/avengers-comic-fights-covid-19-misinformation-in-ny/
https://marvelblog.com/2021/08/27/avengers-comic-fights-covid-19-misinformation-in-ny/
https://womenyoushouldknow.net/priya-indias-first-female-superhero-covid-19/
https://www.priyashakti.com/priyas-mask
https://americanspaces.state.gov/programming/the-motion-picture-licensing-corporation-agreement/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/22007612@N05/3748390428
https://www.flickr.com/photos/22007612@N05
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich

